A Study in Insecurity, Jealousy and Envy within the Body of Christ.

“In time we hate that which we often fear.”
-William Shakespeare

Greg V Hurd



—A Sound heart is the life of the flesh: but envy the rottenness
of the bones.ll Proverbs 14:30 KJV

Synopsis
(Taken from the Tom Hulce Web Page)
AAs a young boy, Antonio Salieri had heard s
Amadeus Mozart. He too had wanted to be a co
musi cébut éradt matf adihdndt approve as Mozartds

envied the boy genius. Then, one day his whole life changed with the death of his
father and Antonio was sent to Vienna to learn music.

In 1781 it looked as if Salieri had achieved his dream. As court composer to

Emperor Joseph 11, he seemed to have it all
shaken the day the child genius, now a grown
to perform.

Almost from the very instant the resentfulness begantoreturninto Sal i eri 6s hea

There was nothing that this musical genius could not write or perform. Music

seemed to be an extention of the young mané.
fingers to paper where he wrote his compositions. Never a re-write; always

perfectthef i r st ti me. Antonio Salieriodos jeal ousy
and God. Salieri knew in his heart that God had given the gift of music to Mozart,

who Salieri saw as unworthy, and not to him.

And so began the plot to rid the world Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. Salieri would

not rest until the mbhsidot wkepwptsi beEntkbds fAma
There was nothing that Antonio would not do to silence Mozart and thus spoll

Goddés plans for him.



The Story as told through Sal itetfedee memor i es

of the worldds most talented men. A journey
tale of passion, jealousy, love, cunning and deceit, Amadeusisamust-see f or 1 t0s
inside view into the mind of a genius andamad-manéwho, while totally

opposite, had the one in deniable bond between them-their unending love of
music. 0

—Envy is the wulcer of the soul .|
-Socrates

—O, beware, my | ord, of-eygdenansenmdighdotht i s t he
mock the meat itfeeds o n . |

Wi lliam Shakespeare’s C

—Anger is cruel, and wrath is |ike a flood,

destructiveness of jealousy?l Proverbs 27: 4

—l t hiem wower is wedded to chronic fear that
-Eric Hoffer

[ I

Laar i A
As | began to research the historical accuracy and validity of this picture | found
that creative and dramatic license was used to make the story more appealing to



the theater and movie-going public. What the movie is right about is that Salieri
and Mozart were contemporaries and at times rivals. My purpose for this
teaching is not to bring a true historical narrative, but to use the movie as a
backdrop to bring to light a disturbing issue in Church life.

As ministers we have the ability to recognize and hone spiritual talent within

others. Whether they are lay-ministers or five-fold ministers we have been

commi ssioned by God to be in the business of
of the ministry.o

However, gross injustice has been done and the kingdom damaged because of
petty jealousies and envy seeded by a bed of insecurities. It seems that some
ministers today are deficient in assurance as to their call and are beset by fear
and anxiety that someone will take it away from them. As we see in the case of
Salieri and Mozart.

Salieri, filled with the soil of diffidence, began to feel threatened by the talent and
ability of his new associate. Mozart was fresh, brash and filled with new ideas;
Salieri was consistent, disciplined and steeped in old ideals.

The opportunity for Salieri to become a legendary composer was before him, but
instead he chose to fall prey to the weaknes

Hence, we have one of the crucial tests of becoming a great leader: How to
honor, accept and collaborate with someone whose gifts (at least in your
eyes) surpass your own.

Few have passed this pivotal test.

—And it came to pass as they came, when Davi
slaughter of the Philistines, that the women came out of all cities of Israel,

singing and dancing, to meet King Saul with tabrets, with joy, and with

instruments of music.

And the women answered one another as they played, and said, Saul hath

slain his thousands, and David his tens of thousands.

And Saul was wroth, and the saying displeased him; and he said, They

have ascribed unto David tens of thousands, and to me they have ascribed

but thousands: and what can he have more but the kingdom?

And Saul eyed David from thatO9OKldy forward. I




—From now on we are enemies, You and | . Beca

instrument a boastful, lustful, smutty, infantile boy and give me only the

ability to recognize the incarnation. Because You are unjust, unfair, unkind

I will block You, | swear it. | will hinder and harm Your creature on Earth as

far as | am abl e. I wi || ruin your incarnat.
-Salieri in his complaint to God about Mozart.

I n order to gain some understanding into Sal
realize that he was not a novice in his craft and was considered a musical force

in his day. He wrote 43 operas, as well as chamber music and sacred music that

were respected throughout Europe. He held a high office becoming court

composer to Emperor Joseph Il of Austria, and later Imperial Royal

Kapellmeister.

—Actual ly the ialh Butwhht didat mateen? He adored my

musi c. | -Salieri on Emperor Joseph 11

S

Salieri was also a teacher to the greats of music, training the likes of Beethoven,
Schubert and Liszt. He also had an elevated social standing, and was frequently
associated with other celebrated composers such as Joseph Haydn.

He had no reason to fear, he was where he was supposed to be in life. But
insecurity is a disease of the soul, not circumstance, and his life long discontent
with himself fueled his bitterness towards Mozart.

—Whil e my father prayed earnestly to God to
offer up secretly the proudest prayer a boy could think of: Lord, make me a

great composer. Let me celebrate Your glory through music and be

celebrated myself. Make me famous through the world. Dear God make me

immortal. After | die let people speak my name forever with love for what |

wrote. In return | will give you my chastity, my industry, my deepest

humility, every hour of my life, Amen.

Salieri S prayer as a Yy



—lt is the character of very few men to hono
prospered. |
- Aeschylus

—Medi ocrity knows nothing higher than itself
recogni zes genius. |
-Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

—For we dare not make ourselves of the numbe

some that commend themselves: but they measuring themselves by

themselves, and comparing themselves among t
2 Corinthians 10:12 KJV

The paradox of this tale is that while Salieri sought to silence Mozart, he was in

actuality muffling himself. For anytime we D
we stop cultivating our own. Energies that were spent on development are now
being consumed in scheming as to how to rema

stand stifled any future growth. He was now standing in stagnant waters that
once yielded musical creativity.

—l  was $iowgh theapgetof those meticulous ink strokes — at an
absolute beauty. I
- Salieri reflecting on a Mozart score



—And Saul was afraid of David, because the L
departed from Saul .| 1 Samuel 18: 12 KJV
Envy causesustoloseourownDi vi ne spar k. I n itds grasp Wwt

work of God in our life, constantly bemoaning what we do not possess. The true
root of envy is self-glorification and preservation. The threat of shade in our
spotlight and the extinction of our own perpetuation are too much for us to
stomach. So we abase ourselves to employ character assassination techniques
and obstruction strategies, in an effort to discredit our trespasser.

—Finally Saul banned him (David) from his pr

captain over only a thousand men, but David faithfully led his troops into

battle.

David continued to succeed in everything he did, for the Lord was with him.

When Saul recognized this he became even mor
1 Samuel 18:13-15 NLT

—Who art thou that judgest another man’s ser

—The highest proof of wvirtue is to possess b
abusing it .|
- Lord Macaulay



—Tel |l me what you envy, and you wil/ t el l me

—Envy is pain at the good fortune of others.
-Aristotle

—Envy is the pr open-$eingypfothers with distrests,leeen we | |
though it does not detract from one’s own. [
ownwell-bei ng overshadowed by another’s because
to see how well off we are is not the intrinsic worth of our own well-being,

but how it compares with that of others. [Envy] aims, at least in terms of

one’'s wishes, at destroyi ng ThetMetephysissofgood f or
Morals 6:459

We must not conflate envy and jealousy for they are two distinct emotions. Both

were employed in this story, and are in no s
explain this superficial similarity we must understand that jealousy involves three

parties, the subject, the rival, and the beloved;and t he j eal ous persono
concern is the belovedd the person whose affection he is losing or is in fear of

losingd not his rival. Whereas envy is a two party relation, with the envious

personés |l ocus ofi concern is the rival .o

Salieri employed the sin of envy by viewing Mozart as a rival instead of an

associate, by coveting his gifts and wishing bad fortune upon his comrade. He

employed jealousy when it concerned his peers, contemporaries and superiors

vying for their affections and adoration. Salieri 6 s | i fe i s now confi nec
imposed prison, incarcerated by the moods and whims of the people around him.



Salieri has placed himself in a position where nothing he creates can compete
with his foe. He is deceived into believing that God is a respecter of persons.

— . Of a truth | perceive that God is no resp

—Envy is that passion which views with malig
those who are really entitled to all the superiority they possess. Kant, The
Theory of Moral Sentiments, p.244
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This painful and resentful awareness of Moza
with the overwhelming desire to possess that same advantage, brought Salieri to
the brink of insanity, even to the place of scheming to kill his rival.

—For we ourselves also were sometimes foolis
serving divers lust and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and
hating one another .| Titus 3:3 KJV

—Envy and Jeal ousy are the private parts of
-Friedrich Nietzsche



Envy is the expressway to hate on the thoroughfare to literal and figurative
murder. (Galatians 5:21)

A common metaphor used to describe envy i s,

—For all that is in the world, the lust of t
EYES, and the pride of life,isnot of the Father, but f the

2:16 KJV

Il n 6l nfernoé, the Italian poet Danteds I|liter

tortured in hell, Dante portrays the envious as those who are among the farthest

from Paradise, they are described as having their eyes sewn shut, but weeping

over their sins. Herein showing us that envy, which is the busyness of the eyes,

can blind us from bliss in our life and immerse us in a life filled with torment and

regret. Paradise is seemingly far from the envious, because the veil of

invidiousness conceals its pathway. If a tinge of thanksgiving had graced the lips

of Salieri he would have been able to release his soul from this self-inflicted

torture. But instead he fell prey to the cunning devices of the unregenerate mind.

—Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provo
another .| Gal atians 5:26 KJV

—l f ye then be risen with Christ, seek those
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affections on things above,
not on things of the earth.I Col ossians 3:

Envy is an optical malady that can only be cured by the eye salve of the Spirit.

—..,.and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve that t
-Revelation 3:18 KJV

—The wicked envy and hat e; it is their way o
- Victor Hugo
—Envy is the dark side of admiration.

—OQur envy caefvowatrlseruss dnost of all .|
-Alexander Solzhenitsyn

10



—My pl an was so simple that it terrified me.
and then |, I mu st achieve his death..Hi s fun
t her e, MoZzfairn, sMeczart’'s |ittle coffin in the

suddenly, in that silence, music! A divine music bursts out over them all. A
great mass of death! Requiem mass for Wolfgang Mozart, composed by his
dear friend, Antonio Salieri! Oh what sublimity, what depth, what passion in
the music! Salieri has been touched by God at last. And God is forced to
listen!!l Powerless, powerless to stop it! I, for once in the end, laughing at
Him!!

The only thing that bothered me was the actual killing. How does one do

that 2 Hmmm? How does one kil a man? Wel | it
it; very different when you, when you have t
-Salieri’'s confession to F

11



—Howoes one kil a man?l

This is the question we must answer if we are to deal with envy in our lives. Now

|l et me state that we are talking about okill
is not a lesson on how to physically get rid of troublesome church members; it is

however, a means to expose the vicious technigues of professional, Christian

assassination brought about by the green monster envy.

The Character Assassins Seven-Piece Arsenal:

—Where envying and strife is,itheoeki 8 confu
James 3:16 KJV

1. Gossip and Slander (Ephesians 4:25-32)

AThe Tongue is the principle instrument o
—Wherefore | ay adi ¢ L.erwiieds spaaking. Il 1
—Hal f the harm that is done in this world
feel I mportant. —

- T.S. Eliot

Seeking to gain advantage over our rival, we begin to inundate our sphere
of influence with a barrage of colorful words designed to paint an
unfavorable picture of our perceived adversary.

We engage in a public relations campaign, as we begin to pepper our talk
with slighted nuances, biased opinions and shady facts to influence public
attitude regarding our foe.

12



—The words of a gossip are I|ike

hoi € mo
man’ |

c c
S inmost parts.|I Proverbs 18:8 NIV

—Li ars secretly hoard hatanedder .flool s openl
Proverbs 10:18 Message

—Don’t bad mouth each other, friends. It
Hi s Royal rul e, that takes a beating in t
supposed to be honoring the Message, not writing graffiti all over it.
God is in charge of deciding human destiny. Who do you think you
are to meddle in the destiny of others?l

—The reason a dog has so many friends is
instead of his TONGUE.I

s\:l)l‘l!l.\llll
Yn't:ll' creature

on cdr(lx, as

f.]l a3 l Sam
3

. Obstruction

This is used in order to impede progress and make the road to their dream
inaccessible. Denying access to resources and relationships that may aid
them in their quest. This could be a limit in opportunities, bypassing them
on crucial projects and denying them admission to information.

—Men are more accountable for their mot i v
and primarily, morality consists in the motives, that is in the

affections. | -Archibald Alexander
—It is not only what we do, but al so what
are accountable.l

- Moliere

. Destructive Criticism

This weapon is used to make them doubt the validity of their gift and
calling through repeated torrent of insults and put downs in hopes of

13



deflating their self-confidence. We seek to use our words as limiters and
governors of their potential.

—Never criticize until the person is convinced of your unconditional
confidence in their abilities.|I
- Coach John Robinson

— t is much easier to be critical
- Benjamin Disraeli

t ha

—Har sh counsels have no effect; they

al ways repulsed by the anvil .|
- Helvetius

—K e e p aomapgoplie who try to belittle your ambitions. Small
people always do that, but the really great make you feel that you,
too, can become great.|I

- Mark Twain

—E v eactyon has an equal and opposite criticism. |
. Discredit and destroy credibility

This weapon is employed in order to stifle their usefulness to others. We
spread seeds of doubt into the minds of those who may have use for our

adver saryos afprpng anongniity, We whigper ol opaions in

hopes of derailing any future service. We must remember the admonition
of the Apostle Paul to the Gal at.

ans,

—I f you would I ift me up, you must be

-Ralph Waldo Emerson
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—But when the Jews saw the multitudes, t

and spake against those things which were spoken by Paul,
contradicting and bl aspheming. |
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5. Manipulation
i Toamtrol or play upon by artful, unfair, or insidious means especially to
oneds own adyv anWehsieeDicionaryMer r i am
We seek to limit exposure by controlling events, agendas and routines in
hopes that we will not be shown up or out performed.

—A nitlcame to pass in the morning, that David wrote a letter to

Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. And he wrote in the letter,

saying, Set ye Uriah in the forefront, of the hottest battle, and retire

ye from him, that he may bdllsl#u5tten, and
KJV

6. Overbearing and Controlling

Creativity is smothered in close quarters. Compulsive scrutinizing and
meddling stifles it. This is where we try to hinder their effectiveness by
putting them in a cage of unreasonable guidelines and policies in hopes of
giving evidence to our claims outlined in our gossip and slander phase. By
boxing them in, we deny them the resources needed for true creativity and
we mask their true potential by putting them on a level below us. A level of
safety and comfort where we do not feel challenged by our rival.

—As |l ong as you keep a person down, some
down there to hold him down, so it means that you cannot soar as
you otherwise might. |

7. Dishonor and Disrespect
The superiority game: a competition that no one can win. By showing a
lack of respect and honor, we are mounting an agenda aimed at
influencing our peers and superiors in a most pessimistic way. This
agenda is poised at destroying the authority of our foe. If we, ourselves,
are a person of honor and respect within our field, the effects of such a
stance can filter down causing this plague to affect the whole community.

—One day Korah son of I zhar, a descendent
conspired with Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On the son

of Peleth, from the tribe of Rueben. They incited a rebellion against

Moses, involving 250 other prominent leaders, all members of the

15



assembly. They went to Moses and
too far! Everyone in Israel has been set apart by the Lord, and he is
withal of us. What right do you have to act as though you are greater
than anyone el se among all these
Numbers 16:1-3 NLT

There are many hybrids of these seven that are no less formidable, but | believe
that these are the most extensively used. These carnal weapons of warfare are
mighty through man to the pulling down of God-given dreams, visions and
desires within others.

Entitlement is a more modern face for envy in the times that we live in and it is
the cry of people everywhere in all walks of life. It is the motivator that causes the
use of such weapons.

—But i f vy
n

te and devour one asuwrted
one of a r

e bi
ot he I

—Peopl e who feel entitled to greatne
to their pensions, and read retirement brochures. Because that is all their
future has to offer them.|I -Pat Riley

The psychology of entitlement causes impaired perceptions of others and
ourselves. We feel that our position is one of right instead of privilege and we
believe that things should come automatically without effort on our part. With this
ideology life ceases to make sense. There is no real justice in the world because
those who we deem unfit have all the things we covet. It stifles our spiritual
development, retards us socially, and devours us ultimately.

Whether it is a tangible or intangible what we envy will dominate and control our
lives. Only with thankful hearts and renewed minds can we thwart this intrinsic
foe.

—Too many peopl ettloey &e nottahdiuedewdue what they
are. | -Malcolm Forbes

We must put away the evil eye of envy by setting our affections on things above
and not focus on things of the earth.

—Deficiency motivati on do e slongpursuivofk .
fix

—Try to me. Il Learn to appreciate
are. | -Wayne Dyer
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—No doubt about —goodto@mod peope, gpodaalthe good

hearted. But | nearly missed it, missed seeing his goodness. | was looking

the other way, looking up to people at the top, envying the wicked who

have it made, who have nothing to worry about, not a care in the whole

wide world.

Pretentious with arrogance, they wear the latest fashions in violence,

Pampered and overfed, decked out in silk bows of silliness. They jeer,

using words to kill; they bully theirwaywi t h words. They’'re full
loudmouths disturbing the peace. People actually listen to them—can you

believe it? Like thirsty puppies they lap up their words.

What ' s going on here? |Is God out to lunch? N
wicked get bywithever yt hing; they have it made, pild9
stupid to play by the rules; what has it gotten me? A long run of bad luck,

t hat ' s—awlapanthe face every time | walk out the door.

Il f I d have given in and temdyddgaurdearke t hi s, I
children. Still, when I tried to figure it out, all I got was a splitting

headache..unt il | entered into the sanctuary
picture: The slippery road you’'ve put them o
of delusions. In a blink of an eye, disaster! A blind curve in the dark, and—

ni ght mare! We wake up and rub our eyes ... Noth

them. And there never was.

When | was beleaguered and bitter, totally consumed by envy, | was totally
ignorant, a dumb ox in your very presence, but you have taken my hand.
You wisely and tenderly lead me, and then you bless me.

You're al/l Il want in heaven! You' re all/l I  wa
and my bones get brittle, God is rock-firm and faithful. Look! Those who

left you are falling apart! Deserters, they’ ||
am in the very presence of God—o h, how refreshing it 1s! 1~

God my home. God, | am telling the world what you do!
Psalm 73 The Message
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